Emerging consensus on the collapse of unfolded and intrinsically disordered proteins in water.
Establishing the degree of collapse of unfolded or disordered proteins is a fundamental problem in biophysics, because of its relation to protein folding and to the function of intrinsically disordered proteins. However, until recently, different experiments gave qualitatively different results on collapse and there were large discrepancies between experiments and all-atom simulations. New methodology introduced in the past three years has helped to resolve the differences between experiments, and improvements in simulations have closed the gap between experiment and simulation. These advances have led to an emerging consensus on the collapse of disordered proteins in water.